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We design and build live, dynamic mappings of rich information datasets

Stamen is a design and technology studio in San Francisco, California



We are a fairly small team based in San Francisco



DATA VISUALIZATION



LIVE DATA DISPLAYS



INTERACTIVE MAPS



CUSTOM CARTOGRAPHY



MAP EDITING



Tim Wallace



Building a map...











32/82











http://sealevel.climatecentral.org/

http://sealevel.climatecentral.org
http://sealevel.climatecentral.org
















Dymo

PA3

http://sta.mn/6zp
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kelso.it/x/14i

http://kelso.it/x/14i
http://kelso.it/x/14i
http://sta.mn/cvf
http://sta.mn/cvf






tiles([{"geos":"5300990032,5300990816,5300992592,5300992960,5303192690,5305592914,5302792008,
5302792136,5303193728,5304590162,5304593734,5302790016,5302791024,5302791824,5302793840,53045
91456,5304592976,5304593008,5304593444,5304593528,5306792384,5302990400,5302990528,5302992256
,5302993168,5303190898,5303192274,5305591696,5305790064,5305790144,5305790384,5305790768,5305
791536,5305792096,5305793360,5306191120,5306193056,5306193248,5306193506,5303392928,530339361
6,5303590120,5303590288,5303591488,5303592608,5303592624,5306190992,5303391140,5305391184,530
5391232,5305391280,5305391480,5305392672,5305393376,5306792352,5306792368,5305790608,53057909
36,5305791560,5306190080,5306190839,5306191312,5306191584,5306191936,5306193320,5303391392,53
03392931,5303393078,5306191872,5306192000,5303391056,5303393392,5305390336,5305392064,5300791
600,5300793280,5300790448,5303790624,5303791890,5307792240,5300790544,5300791040,5301790320,5
304791968,5300793712,5301790944,5301793696,5300791840,5303791008,5303792188"}])

datafetch([{"fip":"5300790448","year":"2010","totpopPctChange":"0.7","totpop":"10895","featur
es":{ "type": "Feature", "properties": { "GEOID10": "5300790448", "name": "Cashmere region", 
"lat": 47.470300, "long": -120.575000 ,"xmin":-120.952000, "xmax":-120.352470, "ymin":  
47.297082, "ymax":  47.656716}, "geometry": { "type": "Polygon", "coordinates": 
[ [ [ -120.706938, 47.516738 ], [ -120.694878, 47.521476 ], [ -120.676358, 47.522338 ], 
[ -120.673343, 47.528798 ], [ -120.674635, 47.538273 ], [ -120.650947, 47.558947 ], 
[ -120.643194, 47.578759 ], [ -120.651808, 47.589527 ], [ -120.649655, 47.592972 ], 
[ -120.639749, 47.593403 ], [ -120.630704, 47.598571 ], [ -120.642764, 47.605893 ], ...
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Example: 
Afghanistan 
enlarged from a 
data document

But, is 
this a 
map?
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UN map about opium production
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Actual distance from Khandahar to Mazar:
361 miles

Afghanistan’s actual east-west distance (both scales show): 810 miles

In accuracy, the UN map 
has a 20% error in scale:
UN map = 300 miles
Red map = 361 miles
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The Magic Word is

“Projection”

If a map isn’t 
projected correctly 
it is inaccurate!
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When scale is distorted

• the map itself is inaccurate
• the information is distorted 

with it
• resulting in false perceptions
•and incorrect comparisons
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Here’s a map showing a San Francisco to 
Beijing flight that crashed. The scale isn’t 

too far off. 
But the route isn’t right.

and, someone doesn’t like that we use ‘Taiwan’ as a country name.
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Here’s a typical approach to the story. The route 
is correct now. But how well is the scale doing?

and, someone still doesn’t like that we use ‘Taiwan’ as a country name.
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This map shows the right route along with 
the correct scale on the entire route as well.

We took Taiwan off, just to be safe.



kelso.it/x/d3proj

http://kelso.it/x/d3proj
http://kelso.it/x/d3proj












kelso.it/x/nicar2013



kelso.it/x/pronerd











Thanks!
Nathaniel Vaughn Kelso

@kelsosCorner
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